Credit Building Tool

How to Get Your Free Credit
Report (18+)

There are three major consumer Credit Reporting Agencies (CRAs): Equifax, Experian, and
TransUnion. These companies collect information about your credit accounts and how you have
repaid your past debts. The CRAs compile this information into credit reports. Banks, landlords,
employers, and others use reports to make hiring, rental, and lending decisions. Typically, you
won't have a credit report until you turn 18 and open credit accounts. However, you could have
a report before age 18 if you are an authorized user on a credit account or you have taken out
certain types of student loans.

Your Right to Request Your Credit Report

By law, you have the right to request your free credit report at least once per week from
each CRA once you are 18 years old. This helps you know what is being reported about you.

You can also view your credit report at no cost if:

v" You have been turned down for credit, a job, renting an apartment, or if you don't receive
the best rates available based on your credit history. In this case, the business that you
applied for credit, housing, or employment with will provide you with a letter indicating how
to receive your free report.

v" You are receiving public assistance such as Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

or food assistance (SNAP)

You are unemployed and will be looking for a job within the next 60 days.

You have placed a credit freeze or fraud alert on your credit report.

v" You have filed an identity theft report.

AN

Did you know?

The law only covers access to free credit reports. It does
not include access to free credit scores.
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How to Request Your Free Credit Reports

Request your free credit reports:

e Online: AnnualCreditReport.com is the only federally approved website for accessing free
weekly credit reports. Be cautious of other sites that claim to offer free credit reports! Many
sites will only give you a free report if you buy other products or services.

e By Phone: (877) 322-8228

e By Mail: Annual Credit Report Request Service, PO Box 105281, Atlanta, GA 30348-5281

Reviewing Your Free Credit Reports

Regularly reviewing and requesting your credit reports helps you identify errors or unknown
accounts quickly and stay on top of your credit. It's ok to feel overwhelmed when you're
looking at your credit report. Consider using the questions below to help guide you. There are
also free financial coaches and counselors in most cities or states to assist you with this.

Date of Credit Report:
e Does all of your personal information (name, date of birth, etc.) look accurate?

e Are there any credit accounts (also known as tradelines) you don’t recognize?

e Do you notice any unfamiliar inquiries or companies that have viewed your credit report?

e Are there any bankruptcies or collection accounts appearing on your report?

You have the right to dispute information on your credit report that you believe is incorrect or
inaccurate. You can do this for free via www.annualcreditreport.com, through your bank, with

a financial coach/counselor, or via your credit card company.

- Questions?
I Visit cbatraininginstitute.org or

Training Institute email training@creditbuildersalliance.org
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