
 

Returning Citizens Convenings Partnership Application: Full Project Description 

 

About Credit Builders Alliance: 

Credit Builders Alliance (CBA)’s mission is helping non-profit organizations move people from poverty to 

prosperity through credit building. CBA serves as a unique and vital bridge between our 500 

member organizations and the major credit reporting agencies (CRAs). Through its credit building 

platform, CBA helps people and small businesses who are outside the financial mainstream build credit 

to achieve their goals and enjoy financial security.  

CBA’s core services, CBA Reporter and CBA Access, provide mission driven organizations with both the 

ability and critical technical assistance to report loan data to the CRAs and to pull low-cost client credit 

reports for the purposes of financial education, outcome tracking and underwriting. In addition to these 

core services—which are essential to helping individuals and families build credit histories and scores—
CBA offers practitioners hands-on credit building training and consulting services, innovative tools, and 

forums for sharing with and learning from each other. 

About the Project: 

As a grantee of the Small Business Administration (SBA)’s Prime-2017 Program, Credit Builders Alliance 

is committed to organizing and leading three Returning Citizens Convenings in distinct regional locales 

across the U.S. The primary goal of the convenings are to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of 

mission-driven organizations serving or seeking to serve formerly incarcerated entrepreneurs and 

returning citizens (justice-exposed individuals) more generally by: 

 Training practitioners on the use of CBA’s toolkit, “Achieving Credit Strength: A Toolkit for 
Supporting Returning Citizen Entrepreneurs” and 

 Facilitating roundtable discussion on credit building and small business development products 

and services that support the financial stability of returning citizens pre- and post-incarceration.  

Credit Builders Alliance seeks to convene CBA members, non-profits, municipal leaders, funders, and 

other stakeholders (including returning citizens) supporting the pre- and post-release efforts of those 

who are justice exposed. Each convening will provide opportunities to discuss collaborative models with 

proven success, share best practices, resources and ideas that meet the needs of local programs, as well 

as to facilitate dialogue among community stakeholders about the existing and/or potential role of 

credit building as strategies that are integral in reentry and recidivism-prevention efforts. 

About the Need: 

By the end of 2016, there were 23 million individuals convicted of felonies. Of that number, 20 million 

are not incarcerated. Each year over 650,000 additional incarcerated individuals are released from 

prison, adding to the already daunting total. Many of CBA’s members serve this population, the majority 
of whom are often economically disadvantaged upon reentry and seek to become entrepreneurs as they 

have difficulty finding employment upon release. Yet, a lack of or poor credit also interferes with many 

returning citizens pursuit of access to capital.  

CBA seeks to provide educational resources to support organizations offering reentry programming, in 

particular as it relates to entrepreneurship and credit building training with this population.  



 

Request for Partnership: 

CBA is seeking three partners with a demonstrated commitment to serving formerly incarcerated and 

other justice-exposed individuals to host convenings in the second and/or third quarters of 2018. Host 

partners will play an integral role of shaping the outcomes of the convening and for presenting their 

organization’s work in this space. CBA will provide a $2,500 grant to host sites to help defray the staff 

time and support required to support organizing the convening in their locale. 

Scholarships will also be available to support some travel for groups that may not have a local convening 

available.  

Partnership Agreement:  

The following are expectations of your organization if selected as a host site: 

 

1) Organize and coordinate the logistics (including identifying a space and managing the catering) 

for the convening to be held either in the second or third quarter of 2018. CBA will cover the 

cost of venue rental as necessary, catering, and printing for the convening. 

2) Collaborate with other selected host sites and CBA to develop both a general and tailored 

convening agenda that meets your local needs and context.  

3) Facilitate, moderate, and/or lead at least one working group discussion during the 

convening. This could be a program strategy related to entrepreneurship or finances that you 

have found to be successful in your own work that you think others may find of interest. 

4) Pull together local stakeholders (including local justice system officials and/or other municipal 

leaders, other nonprofits, funders, and/or returning citizen clients) involved in supporting the 

returning citizen population.  

5) Review, comment, and familiarize yourself with the material in CBA's "Achieving Credit Strength: 

A Toolkit for Supporting Returning Citizen Entrepreneurs", which will be the basis for the 

convenings.  

 

Application Process: 

CBA will be accepting applications for partnership through February 9, 2018. We will schedule follow-up 

calls as needed in mid-February with an anticipated selection deadline of no later than the end of 

February.  

To apply visit: www.surveymonkey.com/r/ReturningCitizensConveningApplication 

 

 

Questions: Contact the program coordinator, Maria Sennett at maria@creditbuildersalliance.org or 202-

770-2832. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ReturningCitizensConveningApplication
mailto:maria@creditbuildersalliance.org

