
Credit Builders Alliance (CBA) is seeking proposals from organizations with a demonstrated
commitment to serving formerly incarcerated and other justice-exposed individuals, referred to in
this survey as "returning citizens". In 2018, CBA will host three (3) full-day convenings, in various
geographic regions across the U.S. The goal of the convenings is to connect with CBA members,
non-profits, municipal leaders, funders, and other stakeholders (including returning citizens)
supporting the pre- and post-release efforts of those who are justice exposed. We hope that the
convenings will offer an opportunity for groups to explore in depth credit building and
entrepreneurship as strategies that are integral in reintegration and recidivism-prevention efforts.

This application is a request for proposals from groups intentionally working with this population
and who have interest in being CBA’s organizing partner for one of the three events. CBA will
provide a $2,500 grant to host sites to help defray the staff time and support required to support
organizing the convening in their locale. Applications are due by February 9, 2018.

For the full project description, please Click Here.

If you wish to review a full pdf of the application, please Click Here. Note that all responses must be
submitted through this online application. 

Thank you!

Introduction: Brief description of request for partnership

Returning Citizens Convening: Application for Partnership
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/7iykhr5419xvawa/Returning Citizens Convening_Full Project Description.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ljiszpnizokdvqg/Returning Citizens Convening Partnership Application_PDF.pdf?dl=0


General Organization Information
All questions below are to gather basic information about the organization that you represent.

Section 1:

Returning Citizens Convening: Application for Partnership

1. What is the name of your organization?*

Street: 

Apartment, Suite, Floor,
etc.:

City:

State:

Zip:

2. Your organization's address*

3. Your organization's website*

4. Your organization's mission*
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Point of Contact (POC) Information

If chosen, these points of contacts will be the main people interacting with CBA staff in planning for
the convening. At least one of the organizational POC’s should be someone with key decision-
making power that works with the returning citizen population, even if indirectly. The second
contact should be anyone who works directly with this population and/or an individual who can
support with the logistics, if chosen. Both contacts should be invested in supporting returning
citizens.

Section 2:

Returning Citizens Convening: Application for Partnership

Full name:

Title:

Email:

Phone number:

5. Point of contact #1*

Full name:

Title:

Email:

Phone number:

6. Point of contact #2*
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About Your Work in Incarceration and Reentry
This section is to gather an understanding of your organization's involvement with a justice-
exposed population. Please describe your organization's involvement specific to this population,
regardless of the formality of the program.

Section 3:

Returning Citizens Convening: Application for Partnership

7. Describe your organization’s work with returning citizens.*

8. Describe the programs that you offer to this population.*

9. Describe the top 3-5 outcomes that your program seeks to achieve.*

10. Describe the geographic focus of the program (i.e. do you provide services in one particular city,
county, state or region).

*

11. Number (#) of years serving this population*

12. Average number (#) served annually by the program*
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13. At what stage(s) is your program applicable (select all that apply):*

Pre-incarceration

During incarceration

Post-incarceration

14. Do you provide financial education for returning citizens?*

No

Yes

15. If so, does this education include a focus on credit?*

N/A

No

Yes

16. If you answered yes to the previous question, please briefly describe what your credit education entails.
If you answered no to the previous question, please explain why not.

*

17. Do you provide any small business development or entrepreneurial programming to returning citizens? *

N/A

No

Yes

If yes, please describe.

18. If you are a lender, do you offer credit products to the returning citizens?*

N/A

No

Yes
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19. CBA will be releasing one of its “Product-in-a-Box” turnkey toolkits specific to returning citizens in 2018.
The Re-entry Opportunity Loan toolkit incorporates recommended product terms, wrap-around education
materials, etc. to enable broader replication by nonprofit lenders. Would you be interested in potentially
offering such product to your returning citizen clients?

*

N/A

No

Yes

I need to learn more about the toolkit
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Partnership Agreement
CBA will provide a $2,500 grant to host sites to help defray the staff time and support required to
support organizing the convening. The following are expectations of your organization if selected
as a host site:
1) Organize and coordinate the logistics (including identifying a space and managing the catering)
for the convening. 
2) Collaborate with other selected host sites and CBA to develop both a general and tailored
convening agenda that meets your local needs and context.
3) Facilitate, moderate, and/or lead at least one working group discussion during the convening. 
4) Pull together local stakeholders (including local justice system officials and/or other municipal
leaders, other nonprofits, funders, and/or returning citizen clients) involved in supporting the
returning citizen population. 
5) Review, comment, and familiarize yourself with the material in CBA's "Achieving Credit Strength:
A Toolkit for Supporting Returning Citizen Entrepreneurs", which will be the basis for the
convenings.  

Section 4:

Returning Citizens Convening: Application for Partnership

Please indicate any concerns you may have.

20. Are you willing to lead this process (please note that CBA will cover the cost of venue rental as
necessary, catering, and printing for the convening)?

*

Yes

No

Please indicate any limitations you may have.

21. Are you willing to work with other selected host sites and CBA to develop a general convening agenda
and with CBA to tailor that agenda to your local needs and context?

*

Yes

No
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Please provide a brief overview of one topic you would be interested in presenting on.

22. Are you willing to lead at least one working group discussion during the convening? This could be a
program strategy related to entrepreneurship or finances that you have found to be successful in your own
work that you think others may find of interest.

*

Yes

No

Stakeholder 1:

Stakeholder 2:

Stakeholder 3:

Stakeholder 4:

Stakeholder 5:

23. Please list the top 3-5 partners that you collaborate with, in this line of work that you would invite to the
convening and/or request to moderate and/or participate in a session.

*

Please indicate any limitations you may have in reviewing and providing feedback on this content.

24. If you have not already, would you read and provide feedback on CBA's toolkit “Achieving Credit
Strength: A Toolkit for Supporting Returning Citizen Entrepreneurs”?

*

Yes

No

25. If you responded no to one or more of the above questions, please provide any additional context that
may support us in understanding your interest in collaboration.
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Aligning Interest and Logistics
This section provides additional context regarding the time frame and quantity of participants we
seek per convening. Please be realistic with your response.

Section 5:

Returning Citizens Convening: Application for Partnership

26. The goal is to draw approximately 50-100 participants to each convening. If you are selected as the
host site, please describe the venue options (including cost if any) and the amenities (such as a projector,
wifi, etc.) you would have available.

*

27. The convenings will likely occur during the second (April-June) and third (July-Sept.) quarters of 2018.
Do you have a preference for any given month or date in these periods?

*

No

Yes

If yes, please describe.

28. Why do you have interest in being a Returning Citizens Convening host site?*
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Concluding Thoughts
Please leave any comments, concerns and questions below. 

Section 6:

Returning Citizens Convening: Application for Partnership

29. Do you have any questions for CBA staff?

30. Is there anything else you want the CBA team to know? (Optional)
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Thank you for completing CBA's Returning Citizens Convening Application for Partnership. We
appreciate your interest and look forward to reviewing your responses.

Applications will close by Friday, February 9, 2018. We anticipate following up with all applicants by
mid-late February. If you have questions regarding your application, please reach out to Maria
Sennett at maria@creditbuildersalliance.org.

Thank you!

Returning Citizens Convening: Application for Partnership
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